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So, before we jump inlo specific questions about the business, why don't you give us some detoils about
you and your sfory.

| become interested in Chire
“Soul Brothers of Kung Fu® w
10 go 1o Ihe movis
After szeing this
culture

» Martial Arts aller seeing my first Shaw Brothers clossic teoture film tit'ed

ich debut in 1977, | wos in a foster home and my oldar faetar brather wanted
s. The only way his mother, my faster mother would let aim go was if he took me along.
Im | waos infatuated with all things associcied with Chinese Marlial Aris, end tha Chinese

Unforturalely, there were no Chinese Maortial Ars schoc!s in the oeo, | am ariginally from a small town in
Southeost Missouri, the enly martial arl schools in the area rought only Tee Kwon Do of Korate. | wes able
to enroll in & Karate school in Sikeslon, Missourl for o shor 1ime bul was immediately disenralled when |
began to get info fighls with seme of the boys in the neighboood. It wasn't until | joined the Marine
Corps, stofioned in Ckinowe of Camp Fulenma and working as o military policeman that my reo! martial
arls froining begen. | stonted training in basics of Yang Style Taiji Guan ane Hsing Yi wilh Master Hokamo
in Naha, Ckinowa, Japan, and Southern Dregen with Mastar Norman Burland. Master Budand was o stall
seigeant in the Air Force. He was one of Master Hokome's senior sludents ond tought his own class af his
home on Kadena Air Force Base in Ckinowa.

After mililary fours, and deployments in Okinawa, Koreo, and Desert Shiele/Storm, which incluged Saudi
Arabio, Kuwait, and Bahiwin, | moved to los Angeles, California ond slarted my lite os o civilion.
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Net too long after getting selled in Los Angeles | began searching for a marfial arts schoo!. | enrollad in the Shan Tung Kung Fu Assogiation in
Pasadena, Califorria ond roined with Master Kenneth Edwards. After receiving my instrucior cenification wilh Master Edwords, | moved 1o the San
Francisco Bay Area, altended San Francisco State University and storted a martal arts club. Afier about o year, due o the weathar, finances, and
difficulfies of frying o taise twe youngar brothe-s as a fulire student, | decided it was best 1o meve bock to Soutnem California. Afar raesabiich-
ing myself in the los Angeles oren ogain, | startd & martial arls cub in the North Hollywood ates. | taught ot NOHO Gym, North Hollywood
Park, and the MKMW Cultural Arfs Center before opening my awn studio in North Holhywood on November 2, 2002, Il was ot sosy. but | teok o
step of faith and belisvad it would work and it did. Whils sill working fullime as o supervisor af a local hospilal, going 1o school ill time and
raising two boys, with the help of some dedicated and loyal students, we established and operated o fulllime successful marticl ants acodemy.

refinquished the North Holiywood scheel in December 2007 16 otie of my promising black balts and his family. They were very excirad cbaut
running Ihe school and operaling it as o family business. My senior students and | did our best la provide them wilk the support they neaded 1o be
successtul, Eventuolly, | took some time off, toveled and continued my own personal martial arts fraining.

After o muchneeded break, In Colober 2008, | decided to opsn crother school. This ime in the Scuth Bay, in the Torrance and North Redonde
Beach qrea. Due 1o the downtum of the econamy, this location was slower 1o estoblish and althaugh we didn't hava nearly thi success we hod in
North Hellywood prior to 2008, Howsver, we were cble to serve the community, seach hundred of siudants, create many block belts and mast of
ull help people t changs their lives. Currently, | t2ach more private, and semi-private lassons. | also leaeh after school pregrams in several charier
schools in los Angeles area. Altheugh | om experiencing ths financiol success thot | onice did as a busincss owner, | still get 1o help change lives by
leaching morlial aris, honor my commilment to my teacher as a disciple ¢f the Seven Star Mantis Syle by orepagaling the an and promoting
Chinese Maortial Arts. This has also given me the opportunity to tocus on my own taining.

I have been involved in fhe mortial arfs officially since 1988. | have been o proctitioner of Seven Star Praying Mantis Kung Fu since 1997 | firs!
mel my current teachar Grandmasier Kam Wing les in 1997 ot o seminar he wos leaching. He is curtently one of the oldest, if not the cldes: iving
acfive prochitioners of tha Seven Stor Mantis Sile as tought by Grardmasiers Chui Chul Man and Lue Guang Yu. Lo Guang Yu is o famaus
Chinese martiol arts moster and pianaer in the marfial arls community that brought the art from Northern China to fhe South and began teachirg it at
the Chin Woo Athlelic Asscciaticn. Prior to haining with Grandmaster lee, | trained consistenty for fourieen yeors with one of his students, Master
ohn Cheng MD. Once Master Cheng decided to focus on his medical proctice ond fomily, We bota agreed it was in my best infscast 1o continue
my froining with Grondmaster Kem Wing Lee. Training with Grandmaster lee hos thus far been the pinnacie of my martial ants taining. His taaching
method and appeonch 1o tha mantial arts s vary direct, sheight lorward, end no nonsense. He expects and demands that all of his stucents work
hard and discover the martiol ans for themselves. | hove experienced many greot momenls and experiences so far with Grandmaster Kam Wing
Lee. Besides g-eat raining, | have had the oppattunity fo tavel throughout Asio ond meel many masters and studanls. Aflend mony greot svens,
explore ploces most people will never have the opportunity o visit, eat sxcic foods and see magnificent places. | lock fonward to maony fmofe yaars
1o come.

Martial Arts is definitely mere than o hobby ¢ 6 sport. It is a lifestyle. What you put into it is what yon get, It just like life, For some of us, i1 is out
|:fe|

Overall, has it been relatively smooth? If not, what were some of the struggles along the way?

| don't believe any road is o smooth road. Any fead that is worth travel has its bumps ond bruises. | think most stuggles are financiol in noture. The
constant struggle of being on artist ond being o business man alweys ssem fo be contradictory in nature. Ancther is ego, our awn ego ond the ego
of cthers. Once we realize that its chout the knowledge, memorizs, and the journey and not abioul the litles, vosilions, whare wa sit, who we sit
next Io ard how many levels wa ore, then the ree! raining can bagin,

Wrights Kung Fu Association = whot should we know? Whot do you guys do best? What sets you apart from the competition?

Wrights Kung Fu Associalion is on organizalion Is en organizafion esablished by myselt and my closels students. Our geal is 1o lecin, teach ond
propagote Saven Slar Praying Mantis Kung Fu. Ve are mogt proud of beidg o small close ond tight group. While other geople pride themselves on
srowing end leaching many gifforent mortial arf systems, we ore proud thet we ore oble o focus on and ottlempl 1o master ane, We really belisve
the quete, “iack of all Irades ond master of nane.”

What is “success” or “successful” for you?

| beliave suceess is belng happy with who you are, where you are, who you ere with and what you are doing. Most people in cur society balieve
1ol success is how much money you have, what kind of car you drive, how big your house s and the size of the lat. This is nota success, these ore
fillers. Don't misundarstand me, Having thosa things ore nice, but they are not who we are, they do not define us. Ifs just stuff 1o make us tempororily
happy. Success is being who you uly ara



